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JOSEPH AYO BABALOLA UNIVERSITY, IKEJ1.AR ;.
J
COLLEGE OF LAW !

SECOND SEMESTER EXAMINATION, 2021/2022 ACADEMIC g
SESSION

COURSE CODE: JIL 521

COURSE TITLE: JURISPRUDENCE AND LEGAL THEORY It

INSTRUCTION: ANSWER FOUR QUESTIONS AND TWO FROM EACH SECTION
TIME: THREE (3) HOURS

SECTION A - ANSWER TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION

1(@) “....For any law to be just, such law must be virtuous, necessary, useful, clear and must

be for the common good” — Thomas Aquinas. To what extent does
0 ] the
the essence or postulations of the natural law philosophy. (6 marks) s e

(b)  Briefly account for the development of natural law. (5" marks)
(©)  Explain the contributions of natural law to contemporary Nigerian Jurisprudence? (6
marks) Total = (17'2 marks)

2. (a) Explain the major postulations of Legal positivism. (6 marks)
(b) A cardinal postulation of Legal positivism is that Law is a command of an
uncommanded commander represented by a sovereign authority. To what extent is the
above postulation correct in the Nigerian society?(5'” marks) #
(c) To what extent can legal positivism present a blueprint for solving myriad of problems
confronting the Nigerian society? Cite concrete examples drawn from Nigerian
Jurisprudence. (6 marks) Total = (17'? marks)

3. A major function of Law, according to the naturalists, is the security of lives and
properties. Citing concrete examples from Nigerian Jurisprudence, can it be said that
Law has broken down irretrievably in the Nigerian society? (17"* marks)

OR
Evaluate the contributions of realist jurisprudence to contemporary Nigerian

Jurisprudence (17" marks)
SECTION B - ANSWER TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION

4. Discuss the contributions of the sociological school in the quest for better

understanding of the nature of law and legal process. 17 % marks

5. Law is a necessary tool in the hands of the strong and powerful for the enforcement of

their will against the poor, weak and defenceless. Do you agree with this statement? Discuss

with regard to what is happening currently in Nigeria 17 % marks

6. A nexus between law and the historical past is desirable for law to command
obedience from its subjects. Do you agree? Discuss. 17V marks
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SECTION A
1.(a) A cardinal postulation of Legal positivism is that Law is a commang of an
uncommanded commander represented by a sovereign authority, To What extent js
the above postulation correct in the Nigerian society? (7% marks)
(b) Briefly explain the major contributions of positivism to contemporary
Jurisprudence. (10marks) Total= (17,, marks)

2. (a) “.....For any law to be just, such law must be virtuous, necessary, useful, clear
and must be for the common 8ood” — Thomas Aquinas. To what extent does the
above capture the essence or postulations of the natural law Theory. (7 % marks)
(b) Explain the contributions of natural law to contemporary Nigerian Jurisprudence,
(10 marks) Total = (17 % marks)

3. (a) Discuss the major postulations of Legal positivism. (10 marks)
(b) Briefly account for the devellipment of natural law. (7 % marks)
Total = 17 % marks- Y

4(a) Enumerate and discuss the basic concepts regarding the Marxist Theory of Law.

hought. 5% Marks Total =17 % Marks

a society”. Do you agree with
/igny Historical School of
= Total = 17 % Marks

w, meaning how people
7 Marks
uest for a better
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- SECTION A
1. The determination of the Nigerian grundnorm has resulted in a voyage of discovery and
the journey is “still continuing ad infinitum’. Examine the foregoing statement in the
context of the Kelsenian analysis of the grundnorm and furore that it has generated in
Nigeria since independence. (17" marks)

2. ““Law grows with the growth and strengthens with the strength of the people and finally
dies away as the nation loses its nationality’”” — Von Savigny. sy i

To what extent does the above reflect the mindset and postulation of the historical school
of Jurisprudence? Is the above statement foolproof? Explain. (17" marks)

_ Evaluate the contribution of sociological jurisprudence to the understanding of the nature
of law and the legal process in Nigeria. (17" marks)

SECTION B

4. There is no gainsaying the fact that natural law philosophy immensely contributed to

our own understanding of the very school, enumerate its postulations,

associated with it.
(17 % marks)

legal theories. In y
contributions and criticisms

“Law is a necessary tool in the hands of the strong and powerful for the enforcement of

weak and defenceless”. Discuss this in relation to the Marxists

(17 % marks)

and of the sovereign and backed up with sanctiol
ffective in its application. Do you agree with him?
1% marks)

their will against the poor,

theory of law.
n.” To

6. Austin defines law as “the comm:
him, law without sanctions will be ine

Discuss this definition in relation to its application in Nigeria.





